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 From Making Pozole to Playing Lotería, Here’s How Some Chicagoans Are Celebrating the Holidays
 

 Dec 22, 2023 | Joanna Hernandez 

 “Chicago Tonight: Latino Voices” host Joanna Hernandez went out to ask people to share what they enjoy about this time of year.
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 Find Last-Minute Gifts for Art-Minded Friends at Chicago’s Buddy Store, Showcasing Local Artists and Causes
 

 Dec 22, 2023 | Marc Vitali 

 Museum shops and galleries have a great deal of goods you won’t find elsewhere. The Buddy store in the Chicago Cultural Center is top of the heap for art-loving localvores.
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 Founder of the National Museum of Mexican Art Set to Retire: ‘The Arts Should Belong to Everybody’
 

 Dec 22, 2023 | Eunice Alpasan 

 Carlos Tortolero, founder of the National Museum of Mexican Art, is retiring after more than four decades with the museum and Pilsen community hub. 
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 Faith-Based Nonprofit Hosts Holiday Celebration to Bring Together Migrants, Longtime Residents in Little Village
 

 Dec 20, 2023 | Eunice Alpasan 

 The holiday celebration hosted by New Life Centers involved a gift and free jacket giveaway, food, music and children’s character mascots.
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 Chicago Announces New Year’s Eve Fireworks Along the River
 

 Dec 20, 2023 | Patty Wetli 

 Fireworks will launch from six bridges, with a countdown to midnight projected on the Merchandise Mart. 
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 Wanted: A New Home for Miniature ‘Maybeland,’ a Fantasy Christmas Display Inspired by an Old-Time Radio Serial
 

 Dec 19, 2023 | Erica Gunderson 

 In suburban St. Charles, a whimsical Christmas fantasy of lollipop forests, root-beer oceans and glittering ice castles lies hidden away. The fanciful landscapes of “Maybeland” were handcrafted in intricate miniature by a Chicago father who made it all to display every Christmas season.
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 Chicago Sculptor Richard Hunt, Who Created Indelible Public Art From His Astounding Studio, Dies at 88 
 

 Dec 18, 2023 | Marc Vitali 

 Renowned sculptor Richard Hunt, whose work can be seen across his hometown of Chicago, died at age 88.


 
 


 [image: A scene from the Neapolitan crèche at the Art Institute of Chicago. (Marc Vitali / WTTW News)]
 

  

 Going for Baroque: Rare Neapolitan Nativity Set Marks 10 Years in Chicago
 

 Dec 16, 2023 | Marc Vitali 

 Ten years ago this month, a spectacular Nativity set called a crèche debuted at the Art Institute of Chicago. A gift from an Italian collector, the crèche was made in Naples and dates from the mid-1700s. It’s a traditional Nativity scene in a non-traditional setting.
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 Chicago-Area Christmas Concert to Feature Music From Across Latin America
 

 Dec 14, 2023 | Acacia Hernandez 

 The newly designed program is expanding from the Mexican region to include music from Peru, Spain, Guatemala and many others — calling it “A Latin American Christmas” with music that was heard from the 15th to the 18th centuries.
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 After Devastating Crash, Co-Founder of Cooperative Distiller Still Working to Bring Caribbean-Style Rum and Aspirational Practices to Chicago
 

 Dec 14, 2023 | Erica Gunderson 

 A recent accident gave local rum distillery Chicago Cane Cooperative a big challenge just months after starting. But the owners of the business are moving forward with their big plans.
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 From Hip-Hop to the 1893 World’s Fair, Chicago Nutcracker Productions Look to Honor and Reimagine the Classic Holiday Story
 

 Dec 13, 2023 | Angel Idowu 

 Here in Chicago, a number of reimaginings of the classic story demonstrate how the family tradition can be transformed to fit the interests of modern audiences while also celebrating the Christmas magic that made that original ballet such a success.
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 Chicago Film Critics Name ‘Killers of the Flower Moon’ the Year’s Best Picture. Will Oscar Agree?
 

 Dec 13, 2023 | Patty Wetli 

 In what could be a preview of the 2024 Academy Awards, “Killers of the Flower Moon” and “Oppenheimer” received top honors from the Chicago Film Critics Association.
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 Andre Braugher, Emmy-Winning Actor From Chicago Who Starred in ‘Homicide’ and ‘Brooklyn Nine-Nine,’ Dies at 61
 

 Dec 13, 2023 | Associated Press 

 Andre Braugher, the Emmy-winning actor who would master gritty drama for seven seasons on “Homicide: Life on The Street” and modern comedy for eight on “Brooklyn 99,” died Monday at 61.
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 WTTW News Explains: How Did Those K, L, M, N and O Chicago Street Names Come to Be? 
 

 Dec 12, 2023 | Nick Blumberg 

 As you travel a ways west from the lake in Chicago, it’s hard not to notice clusters of north-south streets that all start with the same letters – K, L, M, N, O. What gives? WTTW News Explains.
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 Magic Poster Sets World Sales Record at Chicago Auction House
 

 Dec 12, 2023 | Marc Vitali 

 The poster features an image of Harry Houdini performing his famous Milk Can Escape, in which the performer was locked into a galvanized iron can filled with water and secured by locks. The image is rich with showmanship and hyperbole, warning: “Failure Means a Drowning Death.”
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 Chicago Opera Theater Generates Great Fun With Shostakovich’s ‘The Nose’: Review
 

 Dec 9, 2023 | Hedy Weiss 

 Call “The Nose” the quintessential opera of the absurd. The show is receiving an elaborate Chicago Opera Theater production in a wildly zany, two-performance-only run.
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A Fictional Chicago Political Family Searches for ‘Purpose’ in Steppenwolf World Premiere: Review

[image: Harry Lennix, clockwise from left, Alana Arenas, Glenn Davis, Tamara Tunie, Ayanna Bria Bakari and Jon Michael Hill in Steppenwolf Theatre Company’s “Purpose.” (Credit: Michael Brosilow)]
 
	
‘Watershed’ Moment for Chicago River System as Tougher Rules Take Effect for City’s Sewer Discharges

[image: A city of Chicago outfall at the Wild Mile floating wetland installation on the North Branch of the Chicago River. (Patty Wetli / WTTW News)]
 
	
Illinois Supreme Court Upholds Law Limiting Where Child Sex Offenders Can Live

[image: Illinois Supreme Court Justice David Overstreet is pictured in a file photo in the Supreme Court chamber. He authored a unanimous opinion upholding the state’s lifetime residency restrictions for child sex offenders. (Jerry Nowicki / Capitol News Illinois)]
 
	
4 Chicago Police Officers Fired at Dexter Reed 96 Times in 41 Seconds After He Shot Officer in Arm: COPA

[image:  Chicago police officers surround an SUV driven by Dexter Reed moments before shots are fired on March 21, 2024. (Civilian Office of Police Accountability)]
 
	
State Republicans Killed an Indiana City’s Lawsuit to Stop Illegal Gun Sales. Why?

[image: Ragen Hatcher, a member of the Indiana House of Representatives from the 3rd district, poses for a photo at the Gary Sanitary District building in Gary, Ind., Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (Nam Y. Huh / AP Photo)]
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